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trade agreement for the past 10 years
despite the fact that canned tuna was
excluded from the actual agreement.
To ensure the survival of the U.S. tuna
processing and fishing industry, and to
recognize the support they have pro-
vided for the Andean pact nations, I
would certainly hope that the U.S.
Congress would continue to exclude
canned tuna from the provisions of this
bill.

Mr. Speaker, excluding canned tuna
from APTA will not negatively impact
the economies of Ecuador and Colom-
bia, I can assure. In fact, Bumble Bee,
which has a $30 million tuna processing
facility with more than 1,200 employees
in Ecuador, will continue to invest and
grow in that region.

Excluding canned tuna from APTA
will support more than 10,000 U.S. tuna
processing and fishing jobs in Cali-
fornia, Puerto Rico, American Samoa,
and the entire U.S. tuna fishing fleet
whose jobs will be at risk, obviously.

Excluding canned tuna from the
APTA will support my district’s econ-
omy where some 85 to 88 percent of the
private sector employment is provided
by the tuna industry.

Exclusion of canned tuna for the
APTA will support the U.S. tuna fish-
ing fleet of approximately 50 vessels, as
I have stated earlier, out of American
Samoa and supply the U.S. canneries
while giving the U.S. a strong voice,
hopefully, in multinational fisheries
conservation.

Mr. Speaker, the U.S. represents the
largest market for canned tuna con-
sumption in the world. It is estimated
that the U.S. represents 28 percent of
that global consumption.

Canned tuna is consumed by 96 per-
cent of U.S. households.

Canned tuna represents the number
three item in U.S. grocery stores based
on dollar sales per linear foot per shelf
space.

Three U.S. brands, Bumble Bee,
StarKist and Chicken of the Sea, rep-
resent more than 85 percent of U.S.
tuna consumption.

I would like to share with my col-
leagues some interesting facts to con-

sider. Bumble Bee Seafoods, Incor-
porated, is a U.S. corporation
headquartered in San Diego, Cali-

fornia, with revenues of approximately
$750 million and employment of ap-
proximately 5,000 people.

Bumble Bee is a wholly owned sub-
sidiary of ConAgra Foods, a U.S. cor-
poration headquartered in Omaha, Ne-
braska, with annual revenues of ap-
proximately $27 billion and employ-
ment of approximately 80,000 workers,
almost all of which is in the United
States. ConAgra is the second largest
retail food company in the TUnited
States and the largest food service pro-
vider.

Bumble Bee is the number two brand
of canned tuna in the United States
with a 27 percent branded market
share. Within canned tuna, Bumble Bee
has the number one position in alba-
core and the number two position in
light meat.
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Bumble Bee is the leading brand of
canned seafood with number or two po-
sitions in salmon, shrimp, crab, sar-
dines, and other canned seafood vari-
eties.

Bumble Bee operates tuna, shrimp
and surimi processing facilities in Cali-
fornia, Puerto Rico, Louisiana, Min-
nesota, Ecuador, Fiji, and even Trini-
dad.

Bumble Bee is the largest buyer of
canned salmon in the world and the
largest customer of U.S.-owned proc-
essing locations in the State of Alaska.

Bumble Bee sources raw material
from U.S. fishing vessels harvesting
tuna, salmon, pollock, whiting, shrimp
and other fish species in the major
oceans of the world.

Mr. Speaker, I want to personally
thank again the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. THOMAS), the chairman of
the Committee on Ways and Means,
and the gentleman from New York (Mr.
RANGEL), our senior ranking member,
for their offered assistance to continue
our efforts to formulate some resolu-
tion to my concerns relative to the
U.S. tuna industry.

I would be remiss if I did not also ex-
press my personal thanks and apprecia-
tion especially to my colleague and
friend, the gentleman from California
(Mr. CUNNINGHAM), without whom we
would not have gone this far to find a
solution hopefully to the needs of our
workers and the entire U.S. tuna indus-
try.

I also want to thank Mr. Dennis
Mussell, the CEO of Chicken of the
Seafood Company, and Mr. Chris
Lischewski, the CEO of Bumble Bee
Seafood, and Mr. Julius Zolezzi and
Paul Crampe who represented some 50
boat owners and who make up the en-
tire U.S. tuna fishing fleet through the
United Tuna Cooperative.

Mr. Speaker, I do not mind that we
work with our colleagues to address
the social and economic needs of our
friends in the Andean region. We have
been doing this now for the past 10
years since the Andean trade agree-
ment was enacted.

My only concern, Mr. Speaker, is
that our national policy also now is to
sacrifice the entire U.S. tuna industry
in order to accommodate the economic
needs of our friends from Ecuador, Bo-
livia, Peru and Colombia. I hope not,
Mr. Speaker. I sincerely hope not.

One of the issues or reasons why we
are trying to do crop substitution in
helping these Andean countries was to
lessen the drug trafficking going on
coming from Latin America into our
country. I recall one of the previous
presidents of the Republic of Colombia
made a very interesting observation.
He said if there was not so much con-
sumption and demand by Americans
maybe there would not be a supply or
a need to have a supply of drugs com-
ing from Latin America.

So I look forward to continuing con-
sultations with our House colleagues,
as well as with the Members of the
House when this bill will be further re-
viewed, I hope, in conference.
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EXTENSION OF REMARKS

By unanimous consent, permission to
revise and extend remarks was granted
to:

Mr. CRANE, following the remarks of
Mr. SHAW during debate on H.R. 3009.

—————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas
(at the request of Mr. GEPHARDT) for
today on account of illness.

Mrs. BONO (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for today on account of attend-
ing the dedication of a statue to her
late husband, Sonny Bono, in Palm
Springs, California.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. BAIRD) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. DAVIS of California, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. DAvVIS of Illinois, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. LANGEVIN, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. EDWARDS, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. OBEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. BAIRD, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. SHIMKUS) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. SHIMKUS, for 56 minutes, today.

————

SENATE BILLS AND CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION REFERRED

Bills of the Senate and a concurrent
resolution of the following titles were
taken from the Speaker’s table and,
under the rule, referred as follows:

S. 1202. An act to amend the Ethics in Gov-
ernment Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.) to extend
the authorization of appropriations for the
Office of Government Ethics through fiscal
year 2006; to the Committee on Government
Reform in addition to the Committee on the
Judiciary for a period to be subsequently de-
termine by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

S. 1270. An act to designate the United
States Courthouse to be constructed at 8th
Avenue and Mill Street in Eugene, Oregon,
as the ‘“Wayne Lyman Morse United States
Courthouse’’; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

S. 1573. An act to authorize the provision of
educational and health care assistance to the
women and children of Afghanistan; to the
Committee on International Relations.

S. Con. Res. 44. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress regarding
National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day; to
the Committee on Government Reform.
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